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The Creative Curriculum® for Texas Intentional Teaching Experiences

Questions to Guide 
Your Observations
• Which numerals was the child able

to recognize? (20c)

• In what ways did the child grasp and
manipulate the dough to form numerals?
(7a)

• How long was the child able to attend to
this experience? (11a)

• Was the child able to count to the
appropriate number? (20a)

Materials: counting book, such as Keep Counting 
by Caroline Grégoire; modeling dough or clay; 
numeral/quantity cards 

1.  Introduce the book to the children. As you read,
invite the children to count the items mentioned
in the book. Point out the numeral on each page,
tracing it with your finger. Explain that it tells how
many. Help the children make connections to the
story by asking questions.

“How many eyes does the dog have? How many eyes
do you have?”

“This puppy has one tail. Can you think of a body
part that you have only one of?”

2.  After reading the book, have a child choose a card
from the set of numeral/quantity cards. Show the
card to the children. Name the numeral as you trace
it with your finger. Call attention to the sets of dots
at the bottom of the card. Remind the children that
the numeral tells how many dots are on the card.

“This is a 2. When we count the dots at the bottom,
we see that we have one, two dots.”

3.  Explain that you are going to use modeling dough
to make a numeral. Demonstrate how to roll the
dough into a long, slender shape. Place the dough
along the numeral outline. Younger children can roll
the dough along the table with an open hand, while
older children can roll the dough between two open
hands.

4.  Talk about the features of the numeral, e.g., curved,
straight, or diagonal lines, and the way in which it
is formed.

“A 4 has all straight lines. I’m going to use straight
pieces of clay to trace the 4 on the card.”

5.  Give each child enough dough to make numerals.
Assist the children, as necessary.

6.  Continue making dough numerals as long as the
activity interests the children. Tell the children that
the modeling dough and numeral cards will be in
the Toys and Games area to use at choice time.

English-Language Learners
• Invite English-language learners to count

in their first languages and in English.

• Address children by name so they know
they are being asked to participate.

• Teach all children to count in children’s
first languages.

• Provide counting books in children’s first
languages.

Including All Children
• Enlarge the numerals on the card or add

textures to raise the numerals for the
child to trace. For example, glue yarn or a
pipe cleaner on a numeral card to make it
easier to guide the clay.

• Allow children to stand at the table to roll
the dough.

• Use large magnet numbers on an inclined
board or light box. Space them apart to
make them easy to pick up.

• Pair children of different skill levels to roll
out the dough and to shape it.

• Roll the dough on a pastry sheet coated
with a contrasting color. 

Objective 20
Uses number concepts and operations 
c. Connects numerals with their quantities

Related Objectives: 7a, 8a, 9a, 11a, 18a, 20a

 V.A.9., III.A.1., III.A.3., IX.B.1., IX.B.2.

M41
Toys and Games

Making Numerals

YELLOW Help the child roll out a length of dough. Show him or her a card with a numeral from 1–3. 
Name the numeral and count the dots together as you put your finger on each dot. Help the 
child place the dough along the outline of the numeral. Talk about its shape.

“This is a 3. It has a curved line. Here we see one, two, three dots on the card. Let’s see if we 
can use our dough to cover the curved line.”

GREEN Use cards 1–5, and let the child choose a card to count and trace. Invite him to form the 
dough along the outline of the numeral on the card. 

“You’re right, that numeral is 5. It has two straight lines and a curved line. Can you count the 
dots on the card?”

“How will you use your dough to trace the numeral?”

GREEN Introduce two numeral–quantity cards using cards 1–5, e.g., 1 and 5. Invite the child to name 
the numeral and count the dots before creating a dough outline. 

“What do you see on your cards? What do they look like?”
“Yes, the 1 has a straight line, and the 5 has one curve.”

BLUE

BLUE Use numeral–quantity cards up to the number 10. Encourage the child to name the numeral 
before counting the dots. Talk about how the numeral is formed. Invite the child to create the 
numeral without outlining it on the card. 

“You have a card with the numeral 10. How will you use your dough to make it?”
“When we make a 2, we start at the top and make a curved line that goes down. Then we put a 
straight line across the bottom.”

PURPLE

PURPLE Write a numeral from 1–20, and ask the child to identify it. Invite her to form the numeral 
with her dough. Ask the child to think of a number from 1–20 and to create the numeral with 
dough. Write the numeral, if necessary, as a guide.

“You said 9. Can you make that numeral with your dough?”
“You started with a circle at the top. What comes next?”

Teaching Sequence
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Vocabulary

The Creative Curriculum® for Texas Book Discussion Cards™

Objective 18 Comprehends and responds to books and other texts
a. Interacts during reading experiences, book conversations, and text reflections

Related Objectives: 1a, 2a, 9a, 10a, 18c, 25

         I.B.2.b., II. A.3., III.A.1., III.D.3., III.D.4., VI.B.2.
 

rich soil
dirt with nutrients in it that help  
plants grow 

weeded
pulled unwanted plants out of the 
ground

investigate
to look at closely

tangle
something twisted together

on purpose
meant to do something; not by accident

caressing 
(demonstrate action) gently stroking  
or petting

crouching
bending down on your knees

exchange
to give something in return for 
something else

valuable
important or worth a lot of money 

harvest
to pick ripe fruits or vegetables

composted
broke down plant scraps to add  
to the garden soil

nutrients
substances in soil that help plants grow

donations
gifts that help to reach a shared goal

community
a group of people that live in the  
same area

Lupe and her mother are growing fruits and vegetables 

for salsa in their garden. One day, Lupe notices the 

biggest, juiciest tomatoes have gone missing! But where 

did the tomatoes go? Lupe is surprised when she catches 

a boy she knows collecting tomatoes from the garden. 

Lupe learns something new about the boy and finds a 

way they can work together to help each other. How will 

Lupe and Antonio’s garden and friendship grow as they 

work together?

10
Harvesting Friends
Cosechando amigos
Original book by Kathleen Contreras

Harvesting Friends  
Cosechando amigos

© 2021 Teaching Strategies, LLC. All rights reserved. Teaching Strategies, The Creative Curriculum, 
and the open book/door logo are registered trademarks of Teaching Strategies, LLC, Bethesda, MD.
Harvesting Friends / Cosechando amigos. Text © 2018 by Kathleen Contreras. Spanish translation  
© 2018 by Arte Público Press. Illustrations © 2018 by Gary Undercuffler. Book cover image and 
excerpts used by permission of Piñata Books, an imprint of Arte Público Press. 
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Inform every aspect of teaching
The Prekindergarten Learning Solution for Texas aligns directly to the Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines. 
Keeping these guidelines central to everything we do not only helps ensure that children are building 
the knowledge, skills, and abilities that they need to succeed, but also supports teachers in defining and 
understanding the path they take with the children in their classrooms, giving them confidence that 
they’re focused on what matters most. 

Built Upon the Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines 

Birth to 1 year

1 to 2 years

2 to 3 years

PreK 3

PreK 4

Kindergarten

First Grade

Second Grade

Third Grade
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Research-Based Content-Rich
Developmentally

Appropriate
Supportive
of Teachers

 
Child development  

theory and careful 

consideration of the 

latest research in the 

field of early childhood 

education is at the 

heart of The Creative 

Curriculum® for Texas.

 
The Daily Resources

provide a wealth  

ofideas and detailed

plans for filling every

day with meaningful

and engaging learning

experiences.

 
The Texas 

Prekindergarten 

Guidelines, mapped 

to objectives for 

development and 

learning, lie at the  

heart of the curriculum 

and define the path  

that teachers will take  

with children.

 
Curriculum-embedded, 

in-person, and  

online professional

development

opportunities support

teachers at all levels.

Bring Imagination to Life Without  
Compromising Academic Rigor 
 

The Creative Curriculum® for Texas and El Currículo Creativo™ para Texas  

build children’s confidence, creativity, and critical thinking skills through  

hands-on, project-based investigations. Nationally known for its forward- 

thinking, rigorously researched approach and trusted for decades by early 

childhood educators, you’ll find The Creative Curriculum® in over one  

hundred thousand classrooms across the country. 

Engage and inspire every child with studies
The Creative Curriculum® for Texas and El Currículo Creativo™ para Texas  focus on meeting 
the needs of individual children, while honoring and respecting the role that teachers 
play in making learning engaging, inspiring, and meaningful for every child. Learning 
takes place through hands-on, “minds-on” project-based investigations, or studies, which 
have been shown by research to be the most developmentally appropriate way for 
young children to learn. Studies integrate academic rigor alongside social–emotional 
learning, cognitive development, and meaningful interactions through in-depth 
investigations of a topic such as water, wheels, or boxes. Children raise questions about 
the topic and, through exploration and discovery, find answers to their questions. 

“ Watching young children develop is the joy of early 
childhood education. Supporting this development  
based on clearly defined observation is the work we do. 
The Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines include domains 
such as social/emotional development, language, and 
literacy. Our program mirrors these domains to ensure  
we celebrate and support children’s learning journey  
in a thorough and authentic approach.” 

Mechiel Rozas, Early Learning Solutions Specialist, Teaching Strategies Former  
Director of Early Childhood, Houston Independent School District, Houston, TX

The Creative  
 Curriculum®

for Texas

Watch our whole  
child approach  
for Texas video.  

See the curriculum 
come to life in a 
Texas classroom.  

https://vimeo.com/430676171
https://vimeo.com/452600373
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Drive intentional and inclusive teaching 
with rich and supportive content
Every component of the content rich curriculum has 
been intentionally designed to fit together to create a 
seamless day of teaching:    

• Foundational, knowledge-building volumes 
provide teachers insight into the most current 
research on early childhood education and help 
them build a thorough understanding of best 
practice to support learning in areas such as social–
emotional development, language and literacy, 
math, and science and technology. 

• Robust daily practice resources or access to digital 
resources, such as Intentional Teaching Experiences, 
Mighty Minutes®, and LearningGames®, provide a 
wealth of ideas and detailed plans for filling every 
day with meaningful and engaging experiences and 
help teachers organize and manage every aspect of 
the classroom day effectively.

• Curriculum components support teachers to 
individualize instruction, ensure that all essential 
skills for children’s success are equally prioritized, 
and support every type of learner, including 
English and dual-language learners, advanced 
learners, and special populations. 

• We take a comprehensive approach to ensure the 
cultural relevance of all aspects of the curriculum 
by transadapting Spanish materials instead of 
simply translating them. 

• The Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines at the heart of 
every component of the curriculum define the path 
teachers take with the children in their classroom 
or through remote learning.

Curriculum components support teachers to 
individualize instruction, ensure that all essential 
skills for children’s success are equally prioritized, 
and support every type of learner, including 
English and dual-language learners, advanced 
learners, and children with disabilities.

Science & 
Technology

Mathematics

Literacy

Cognitive

Physical

English Language  
Acquisition

The Arts

Social 
Studies

 Social– 
Emotional

Language

Learn more about the culturally 
responsive approach to creating 
The Creative Curriculum® in 
Spanish through this video.  

Aprenda más sobre el enfoque 
culturalmente responsivo para 
crear El Currículo Creativo™ en 
español a través de este video.  

https://vimeo.com/431830420
https://vimeo.com/431830724
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Elevate Quality, Continuity, and Relationships 
with a Digital Experience You Can Trust 
 

Provide inspired, developmentally appropriate learning 

experiences, whether you are in a distance learning, traditional 

classroom, or hybrid setting. The Creative Curriculum® Cloud  

for Texas provides digital functionality that streamlines and 

strengthens planning, teaching, and communication practices.  

The Creative Curriculum® Cloud  
for Texas

 Teacher Resources*

• Foundation volumes
• Getting Started guide
• Teaching Guides
• Intentional Teaching Experiences 

• Mighty Minutes® 
• Book Discussion Cards™

• Select books from our  
Children’s Book Collection

• Photo Library 

The Creative Curriculum® Cloud for Texas  
takes your curriculum resources online to 
support educators as they bring a content-rich, 
developmentally appropriate curriculum  
to life in an early childhood classroom or  
at home in partnership with families. 

More than a digital curriculum, The Creative 
Curriculum® Cloud for Texas:
• supports both teachers and families with 

developmentally appropriate learning 
experiences regardless of setting—distance 
learning, traditional classroom or a hybrid 
model.

• enables quick, efficient, and secure 
communication between teachers and families.

• includes powerful weekly planning tools for 
teachers that leverage curriculum and assessment  
data to facilitate informed, individualized instruction.

• provides 24/7 access to curriculum resources on any 
device along with content updates to curriculum as 
soon as they become available.

• focuses on social–emotional learning while 
delivering academic rigor alongside cognitive skills, 
meaningful interactions, and physical well-being in  
a whole-child approach to learning.

Digital Curriculum
Access our leading early childhood curriculum  
resources online to bring a content-rich, 
developmentally appropriate curriculum to life  
in an early childhood classroom or at home  
with families.

 Family-Facing Resources*

•  At-Home Guided Learning 
Plans

• Guided Learning Experiences
•  Family Mighty Minutes®

• LearningGames®

• Recipe Cards 

* Resources available may vary  
depending on your curriculum option.

See this  
in action.

Distance  
Learning  

Why now?

https://vimeo.com/441418826
https://vimeo.com/442810926
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Teach—By toggling to 
“Teach,” teachers have 
all the guidance they 
need to engage children 
in a learning experience 
that can quickly be 
individualized to meet the 
needs of each child.

Assess—By toggling 
to “Assess,” teachers can 
enter levels for each child 
based on their observations 
during the experience.

Connect the Dots Between Curriculum and Assessment to Improve Learning Outcomes
The Creative Curriculum® Cloud for Texas automatically connects the GOLD® assessment data that a teacher 
gathers to her daily instructional resources—meaning that children’s names will automatically appear alongside 
individualized guidance for each Intentional Teaching Experience based on the teacher’s most recent assessment 
information. This automated link between assessment data and curricular Intentional Teaching Experiences 
creates an instantaneous and ongoing feedback loop—so teachers can lead an activity and simultaneously add 
new observations in the moment with just a few taps on the screen. The future learning experiences she has 
planned will update for each child based on the new data. When curriculum and assessment are linked in this 
way, teachers can have confidence that they’re doing just what each child needs in order to be successful. 

Planning Calendar
Auto-populate your calendar with curriculum resources, customize and share your  
daily and weekly plans, access comprehensive daily guidance and supplemental resources, 
and utilize integrated assessment data to individualize learning.

Family Mobile App
Communicate with families and receive at-home 
observations and documentation in real time by 
sharing video, photos, text, and files securely via  
a free iOS or Android mobile app.

Get the flexibility, support, and dynamic tools needed to be effective in 

engaging children in high-quality, developmentally appropriate experiences  

in and out of the classroom with The Creative Curriculum® Cloud for Texas.

“I believe that implementing The Creative Curriculum® has really made a difference  
for our students and teachers. To walk into classrooms and see students not only 
learning but also teaching each other through play is so uplifting. They are talking  

to each other much more, the questions that the students are asking are on a much 
higher level, and they overall seem much more engaged in learning.”

Kelli Brannen, Assistant Principal, Taylor County PreK, Perry, Florida

The Creative Curriculum® Cloud  
for Texas

Learn more about  
The Creative Curriculum® 
Cloud for Texas.

Learn more about  
our full Distance 
Learning Solution.

See this  
in action.

https://teachingstrategies.com/distance-learning/
https://teachingstrategies.com/creative-curriculum-cloud/
https://vimeo.com/458282295
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What’s Included in  
The Creative Curriculum® Cloud for Texas?
 

Access to The Creative Curriculum® Cloud for Texas includes high-quality digital 

resources that provide not only the practical resources teachers need to teach  

on a daily basis, but best practices and research-based strategies for how  

to teach and the theory and research behind children’s development and learning. 

Teaching Guides / Guías de enseñanza
Eight total Teaching Guides provide daily support for the entire school year. The First 
Six Weeks: Building Your Classroom Community Teaching Guide gives guidance for 
beginning the school year and focuses on creating a positive classroom community. Six 
Teaching Guides feature studies to engage students in hands-on investigations of familiar, 
meaningful, and interesting topics during the bulk of your school year. The Getting 
Ready for Kindergarten Teaching Guide, for use at the end of the school year, is 
designed to prepare students for school readiness and the transition to kindergarten.

Mighty Minutes® for Texas /  
Mega Minutos® para texas
135 short songs, chants, games and 
rhymes, help turn every transition 
and every moment into a meaningful 
opportunity to intentionally teach 
literacy, math, language, and other skills.

Getting Started guide / Guía para comenzar 
This guide, designed to help teachers get started with The 
Creative Curriculum® for Texas, provides support for setting 
up the classroom and beginning to use the curriculum. It 
presents an overview of all included resources and offers 
practical advice, embedded coaching, and a comprehensive 
checklist to help teachers navigate the exciting journey they 
will take with the students in their class.

The Foundation / Los Fundamentos  
Six foundation volumes explain the theory and research behind best practices for 
teaching young children, supporting all children, setting up the physical classroom 
environment, building family partnerships, developing content skills, engaging in 
project-based investigations, and fostering a welcoming classroom community.

Access all curriculum resources  from The Creative Curriculum® for Texas digitally, engage in two-way 
communication with families, use robust planning tools, and share hundreds of family-facing resources.

• Pida a los niños que añadan objetos 
que terminen con un sonido 
determinado.

• Use mezclas de sonidos, por ejemplo, 
bl-, pr-, -op o -en.

• Proporcione objetos del salón de clase 
o accesorios, sostenga una bolsa 
o una funda de almohada, y pida a 
varios niños que añadan a la lavadora 
un objeto con la letra o sonido 
correspondiente.

• A medida que la máquina “lava”, dirija 
a los niños haciendo los sonidos de la 
lavadora, por ejemplo, tun, tan; tun, glu; 
chas, chas.

MightyMinutes_TX_52-75_Sp.indd   4MightyMinutes_TX_52-75_Sp.indd   4 2/17/20   5:01 PM2/17/20   5:01 PM

• Ask the children to add items that end 
with a certain sound. 

• Use blended sounds, e.g., sh-, th-, -op, 
or –in. 

• Provide classroom items or props, 
hold out a small bag or pillowcase, 
and ask individual children to add an 
item with the corresponding letter or 
sound to the washing machine. 

• As the machine “washes,” lead 
children in making washing machine 
sounds, e.g., swish, swish; splish, splash; 
shh, shh.

MightyMinutes_TX_52-75.indd   4MightyMinutes_TX_52-75.indd   4 2/17/20   4:20 PM2/17/20   4:20 PM

Washing Machine

Objective 15: Demonstrates phonological awareness, 

phonics skills, and word recognition

b. Notices and discriminates alliteration

Related Objectives: 8a, 9a, 12a, 14b

         III.B.7., II.A.1., II.D.1., I.C.4., III.C.3. 

What You Do 

1. Hold out your arms in a big circle and 

twist back and forth. Say, “This is a very 

special washing machine.”

2. Name a letter sound and invite the 

children to pretend to add things to the 

washing machine that begin with that 

sound, e.g., “Let’s wash things that start  

with /b/.”

3. Once the children have added their items, 

invite them to wash the words  

with you by twisting back and forth, 

repeating the letter sound.
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Lavadora

Objetivo 15: Demuestra conciencia fonológica, 
destrezas fonéticas y reconocimiento de palabras
b. Nota y diferencia la aliteraciónObjetivos relacionados: 8a, 9a, 12a, 14b         III.B.7., II.A.1., II.D.1., I.C.4., III.C.3.

Qué hacer 
1. Sostenga los brazos hacia al frente  en un gran círculo y gire de lado a lado. Diga: 

“Esta es una lavadora muy especial”.2. Nombre el sonido de una letra y anime  
a los niños a hacerse que añaden cosas que 
comienzan con ese sonido a la lavadora, por 
ejemplo: “Vamos a lavar cosas que empiezan 
con /b/”.

3. Una vez que los niños hayan añadido sus 
objetos, motívelos a lavar las palabras con 
usted, girando de lado a lado, repitiendo el 
sonido de la letra.
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For over 40 years, The Creative Curriculum® has helped educators build high-quality 
programs with effective, inclusive, and vibrant prekindergarten classrooms that reflect the 
latest research and best practices in early childhood education. The Creative Curriculum® 
for Texas has been specifically designed to support teachers at all levels of experience to 
successfully address the Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines and create dynamic learning 
environments that prepare all children to succeed in school and in life.

Prekindergarten teachers have a unique opportunity to give every child a solid foundation 
in language and literacy and inspire a lifelong love of reading and writing. The Creative 
Curriculum® for Texas, Volume 3: Literacy empowers teachers to do just that through the 
latest research-based strategies for promoting early literacy learning. Teachers will learn 
how to intentionally teach children critical reading and writing skills and incorporate oral 
language and literacy learning into everyday classroom experiences. This volume provides

• detailed explanations of the seven essential components of literacy;

• guidance on planning meaningful literacy experiences in each interest area;

• classroom strategies, techniques, and suggested activities from the Daily Resources for
intentionally promoting literacy learning; and

• a section on English-language acquisition to help teachers meet the needs of children
from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds.
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For over 40 years, The Creative Curriculum® has helped educators build high-quality 
programs with effective, inclusive, and vibrant prekindergarten classrooms that reflect the 
latest research and best practices in early childhood education. The Creative Curriculum® 
for Texas has been specifically designed to support teachers at all levels of experience to 
successfully address the Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines and create dynamic learning 
environments that prepare all children to succeed in school and in life.

Children are eager to explore math and are capable learners of mathematical ideas. In 
fact, mathematics can—and should—be a part of children’s everyday experiences and 
activities. In The Creative Curriculum® for Texas, Volume 4: Mathematics, teachers will find 
valuable information to help them guide and support children’s mathematics learning, 
including the latest theory and research on the development of mathematical thinking 
and practical strategies for teaching mathematics in prekindergarten. This comprehensive 
volume provides

• summaries of the latest research related to early mathematics learning,

• explanations of the five components of mathematics and five mathematical process skills,

• suggestions for incorporating mathematics learning into each interest area and daily
classroom routines, and

• guidance on using the Daily Resources to offer meaningful math experiences throughout
the school day.
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For over 40 years, The Creative Curriculum® has helped educators build high-quality 
programs with effective, inclusive, and vibrant prekindergarten classrooms that reflect the 
latest research and best practices in early childhood education. The Creative Curriculum® 
for Texas has been specifically designed to support teachers at all levels of experience to 
successfully address the Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines and create dynamic learning 
environments that prepare all children to succeed in school and in life.

As young children explore and play independently in the classroom, they often naturally 
discover and engage with concepts related to science and technology, social studies, and 
the arts. Teachers can build on children’s experiences with these content areas in ways 
that guide and expand their knowledge and encourage them to take the lead in their own 
learning. The Creative Curriculum for Texas®, Volume 5: Science and Technology, Social 
Studies & the Arts provides background information, research, and strategies to help 
teachers support children’s learning and intentionally plan guided learning experiences  
that foster their understanding of and fascination with science and technology, social 
studies, and the arts. This volume

• expands on information provided in The Creative Curriculum® for Texas, Volume 1:
The Foundation, showing in detail how the classroom can be a rich environment for
science and technology, social studies, and the arts;

• demonstrates how to make these important subject areas a part of children’s everyday
learning; and

• explains how to support content learning through teacher-guided and child-guided
experiences in all classroom interest areas and the outdoors.
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The Creative Curriculum® for Texas

Volume 6

Objectives for 
Development & Learning

For over 40 years, The Creative Curriculum® has helped educators build high-quality programs 
with effective, inclusive, and vibrant prekindergarten classrooms that reflect the latest research 
and best practices in early childhood education. The Creative Curriculum® for Texas has been 
specifically designed to support teachers at all levels of experience to successfully address the 
Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines and create dynamic learning environments that prepare all 
children to succeed in school and in life.

In order to build a solid foundation for children’s success, teachers need to know the essential 
aspects of child development. The Creative Curriculum® for Texas, Volume 6: Objectives 
for Development & Learning, Birth Through Third Grade furthers this understanding by 
identifying and explaining the knowledge, skills, and abilities that are most predictive of 
school success. It helps teachers understand what is most important so they can plan for each 
child’s strengths and needs, decide what to teach each day, and scaffold children’s learning. 
This volume includes

• 36 objectives for development and learning organized into nine developmental areas,

• two additional objectives that address English-language acquisition,

• objectives to help teachers focus on competencies recognized in the Texas Prekindergarten
Guidelines,

• developmental progressions that show widely held expectations for children of various ages,

• research explaining each objective, and

• strategies that support program planning and instructional decision-making.
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For over 40 years, early childhood educators have trusted The Creative Curriculum® to help 
them plan and implement developmentally appropriate programs that embrace the talents and 
foster the growth of every child in their care. Today, The Creative Curriculum® for Texas includes 
Teaching Guides and other resources that offer step-by-step guidance to help you plan engaging, 
challenging, and meaningful learning experiences for children that effectively address the Texas 
Prekindergarten Guidelines.

Teaching Guides feature studies—enjoyable, in-depth investigations into children’s questions and 
interests. Driven by children’s natural curiosity and excitement for learning, studies encourage 
children to apply skills in literacy, mathematics, the arts, and technology as they explore concepts 
in science and social studies. Based on the latest research and best practices in early childhood 
education, each Teaching Guide provides adaptable daily plans for implementing a study of a familiar 
topic that will help teachers meet the individual strengths and needs of every child in their class.

The Creative Curriculum® for Texas Getting Ready for Kindergarten Teaching Guide is 
specially designed to help teachers prepare children for the transition to kindergarten. Many 
children are excited to start kindergarten; others may be scared or worried about entering a 
new environment with new people. With this Teaching Guide, teachers can scaffold children’s 
social–emotional development during this important part of their academic lives by helping them 
investigate common questions children have about kindergarten, including “How is kindergarten 
like PreK? How is it different?” and “How do we make and keep friends in kindergarten?” 
Children will also reflect on what they have learned, celebrate their accomplishments, and share 
their experiences with friends and family.

In addition to adaptable daily plans for getting children ready for kindergarten, teachers will also 
find explicit connections to the Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines and best practices for building 
on and affirming children’s cultural and linguistic backgrounds.
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For over 40 years, early childhood educators have trusted The Creative Curriculum® to help 
them plan and implement developmentally appropriate programs that embrace the talents and 
foster the growth of every child in their care. Today, The Creative Curriculum® for Texas includes 
Teaching Guides and other resources that offer step-by-step guidance to help you plan engaging, 
challenging, and meaningful learning experiences for children that effectively address the Texas 
Prekindergarten Guidelines.

Teaching Guides feature studies—enjoyable, in-depth investigations into children’s questions and 
interests. Driven by children’s natural curiosity and excitement for learning, studies encourage 
children to apply skills in literacy, mathematics, the arts, and technology as they explore science 
and social studies concepts. Based on the latest research and best practices in early childhood 
education, each Teaching Guide provides adaptable daily plans for implementing a study of a 
familiar topic that will help teachers meet the individual strengths and needs of every child in 
their class.

The Creative Curriculum® for Texas Gardening Teaching Guide leads teachers through 
the process of studying gardening with children. From digging and planting to watering and 
weeding, a study of gardening offers a variety of opportunities for hands-on exploration in 
a medium that many children enjoy—dirt! This study invites children to work together to 
plan, plant, tend to, and harvest a class garden while learning about what plants need to grow 
and thrive, where food comes from, healthy eating habits, and garden-dwelling insects from 
pollinators to pests. Children investigate, solve problems, make predictions, experiment with 
tools and materials, explore life science and earth science concepts, and represent what they know 
as they find answers to questions such as “What grows in gardens?” and “How do gardens help 
people and the environment?”

In addition to daily plans for investigating gardening with children, this Teaching Guide provides 
foundational guidance, information, and strategies to ensure that teachers have everything they 
need to implement a successful study. Teachers will also find explicit connections to the Texas 
Prekindergarten Guidelines and best practices for building on and affirming children’s cultural 
and linguistic backgrounds. 
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For over 40 years, early childhood educators have trusted The Creative Curriculum® to help 
them plan and implement developmentally appropriate programs that embrace the talents and 
foster the growth of every child in their care. Today, The Creative Curriculum® for Texas includes 
Teaching Guides and other resources that offer step-by-step guidance to help you plan engaging, 
challenging, and meaningful learning experiences for children that effectively address the Texas 
Prekindergarten Guidelines.

Teaching Guides feature studies—enjoyable, in-depth investigations into children’s questions and 
interests. Driven by children’s natural curiosity and excitement for learning, studies encourage 
children to apply skills in literacy, mathematics, the arts, and technology as they explore concepts 
in science and social studies. Based on the latest research and best practices in early childhood 
education, each Teaching Guide provides adaptable daily plans for implementing a study of a familiar 
topic that will help teachers meet the individual strengths and needs of every child in their class.

The Creative Curriculum® for Texas Boxes Teaching Guide leads teachers through the process 
of studying boxes with children. Most children are familiar with boxes from deliveries and food 
packaging, and many have explored, played in, and created new things with boxes before. With 
the Boxes study, children will expand their knowledge to include the characteristics of boxes, how 
people use boxes to work and move things, and how boxes are made. Using skills in every area 
of learning and development, children will investigate how boxes are used in their community, 
create their own boxes, and conduct experiments to answer their questions about boxes.

In addition to daily plans for investigating boxes with children, this Teaching Guide provides 
foundational guidance, information, and strategies to ensure that teachers have everything they 
need to implement a successful study. Teachers will also find explicit connections to the Texas 
Prekindergarten Guidelines and best practices for building on and affirming children’s cultural and 
linguistic backgrounds.
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For over 40 years, early childhood educators have trusted The Creative Curriculum® to help 
them plan and implement developmentally appropriate programs that embrace the talents and 
foster the growth of every child in their care. Today, The Creative Curriculum® for Texas includes 
Teaching Guides and other resources that offer step-by-step guidance to help you plan engaging, 
challenging, and meaningful learning experiences for children that effectively address the Texas 
Prekindergarten Guidelines.

Teaching Guides feature studies—enjoyable, in-depth investigations into children’s questions and 
interests. Driven by children’s natural curiosity and excitement for learning, studies encourage 
children to apply skills in literacy, mathematics, the arts, and technology as they explore concepts 
in science and social studies. Based on the latest research and best practices in early childhood 
education, each Teaching Guide provides adaptable daily plans for implementing a study of a 
familiar topic that will help teachers meet the individual strengths and needs of every child in 
their class.

The Creative Curriculum® for Texas Simple Machines Teaching Guide leads teachers 
through the process of studying simple machines with children. Most children learn basic 
concepts about simple machines organically as they travel on tricycles and roll toy cars, use 
ramps to enter buildings or go up and down on the playground, and help adults prepare food 
with screw-top jars and knives. The Simple Machines study builds on these authentic experiences 
to encourage children to investigate the different types of simple machines and how people use 
them to do work. Using skills in every area of learning and development, children will conduct 
experiments with simple machines and work with people in their community to discover 
fundamental technology and its importance to their everyday lives.

In addition to daily plans for investigating simple machines with children, this Teaching Guide 
provides foundational guidance, information, and strategies to ensure teachers have everything 
they need to implement a successful study. Teachers will also find explicit connections to the 
Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines and best practices for building on and affirming children’s 
cultural and linguistic backgrounds.
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For over 40 years, early childhood educators have trusted The Creative Curriculum® to help 
them plan and implement developmentally appropriate programs that embrace the talents and 
foster the growth of every child in their care. Today, The Creative Curriculum® for Texas includes 
Teaching Guides and other resources that offer step-by-step guidance to help you plan engaging, 
challenging, and meaningful learning experiences for children that effectively address the Texas 
Prekindergarten Guidelines.

Teaching Guides feature studies—enjoyable, in-depth investigations into children’s questions and 
interests. Driven by children’s natural curiosity and excitement for learning, studies encourage 
children to apply skills in literacy, mathematics, the arts, and technology as they explore science 
and social studies concepts. Based on the latest research and best practices in early childhood 
education, each Teaching Guide provides adaptable daily plans for implementing a study of a familiar 
topic that will help teachers meet the individual strengths and needs of every child in their class.

The Creative Curriculum® for Texas Water Teaching Guide is specially designed to be the 
first study teachers lead with children. Young children are often naturally drawn to playing with 
and exploring water, which makes it an ideal, easily accessible topic for introducing the study 
approach. As children study water, they will discover its importance and its many uses at school 
and at home, investigate how water changes, and learn about how water helps people and the 
environment. They will use their skills in every area of learning and development to conduct 
experiments; explore water’s role in their community; and connect their experiences to crucial 
concepts in life science, earth science, and social studies concepts.

In addition to daily plans for investigating water with children, this Teaching Guide provides 
foundational guidance, information, and strategies to ensure that teachers have everything they 
need to implement a successful study. Teachers will also find explicit connections to the Texas 
Prekindergarten Guidelines and best practices for building on and affirming children’s cultural and 
linguistic backgrounds.
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For over 40 years, early childhood educators have trusted The Creative Curriculum® to help 
them plan and implement developmentally appropriate programs that embrace the talents and 
foster the growth of every child in their care. Today, The Creative Curriculum® for Texas includes 
Teaching Guides and other resources that offer step-by-step guidance to help you plan engaging, 
challenging, and meaningful learning experiences for children that effectively address the Texas 
Prekindergarten Guidelines.

Teaching Guides feature studies—enjoyable, in-depth investigations into children’s questions and 
interests. Driven by children’s natural curiosity and excitement for learning, studies encourage 
children to apply skills in literacy, mathematics, the arts, and technology as they explore science 
and social studies concepts. Based on the latest research and best practices in early childhood 
education, each Teaching Guide provides adaptable daily plans for implementing a study of a familiar 
topic that will help teachers meet the individual strengths and needs of every child in their class.

The Creative Curriculum® for Texas Wheels Teaching Guide leads teachers through the 
process of studying wheels with children. Most children are familiar with wheels from riding in 
wheeled vehicles and playing with wheeled toys, but a study will expand their knowledge of the 
technological characteristics and importance of wheels, including how they move and how they 
help people every day. Using skills in every area of learning and development, children will explore 
different types of wheels, design and build their own wheels, and learn how people use wheels to 
work and play. 

In addition to daily plans for investigating wheels with children, this Teaching Guide provides 
foundational guidance, information, and strategies to ensure that teachers have everything they 
need to implement a successful study. Teachers will also find explicit connections to the Texas 
Prekindergarten Guidelines and best practices for building on and affirming children’s cultural and 
linguistic backgrounds.
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The Creative Curriculum® for Texas

Volume 2

Interest Areas

For over 40 years, The Creative Curriculum® has helped educators build high-quality 
programs with effective, inclusive, and vibrant prekindergarten classrooms that reflect the 
latest research and best practices in early childhood education. The Creative Curriculum® 
for Texas has been specifically designed to support teachers at all levels of experience to 
successfully address the Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines and create dynamic learning 
environments that prepare all children to succeed in school and in life.

The Creative Curriculum® for Texas, Volume 2: Interest Areas is full of detailed, practical 
information that helps teachers plan for, guide, and assess children’s learning in classroom 
interest areas. It helps teachers set up and prepare the 10 interest areas—Blocks, Dramatic 
Play, Toys and Games, Art, Library, Discovery, Sand and Water, Music and Movement, 
Cooking, and Technology—and the outdoors, including arranging the room, selecting 
appropriate materials, and establishing maintenance routines. Most importantly, teachers 
will discover their essential role in children’s play and learn how to promote and support 
children’s knowledge, skills, and abilities in each interest area. 

Volume 2: Interest Areas guides teachers through every step of thoughtfully creating an 
environment that encourages exploration and creativity. Frequently asked questions and 
information about specific interest areas as well as letters to families that explain the value 
of children’s play in each area build teachers’ practical knowledge and help them make 
meaningful connections with families.
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The First Six Weeks
(Spanish)
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For over 40 years, The Creative Curriculum® has helped educators build high-quality 
programs with effective, inclusive, and vibrant prekindergarten classrooms that reflect the 
latest research and best practices in early childhood education. The Creative Curriculum® 
for Texas has been specifically designed to support teachers at all levels of experience to 
successfully address the Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines and create dynamic learning 
environments that prepare all children to succeed in school and in life.

The Creative Curriculum® for Texas, Volume 1: The Foundation gives teachers practical 
information and resources to help them set up an engaging, dynamic classroom and plan 
instruction for the year. This volume presents the theory and research behind the curriculum 
and translates that knowledge into daily classroom practice. It organizes guidance into five 
central components: 1) how children develop and learn, 2) how to set up and maintain 
the classroom environment and daily schedule, 3) the essential skills and concepts that 
prekindergarten children need to learn, 4) intentional instructional strategies for teaching  
all children effectively, and 5) how to build successful partnerships with families. 

Volume 1: The Foundation helps teachers understand not only how children develop  
and learn, but also what constitutes developmentally appropriate practice and how to  
create a high-quality learning environment that inspires exploration, creativity, 
collaboration, and enthusiasm for learning. It is our hope that the research and insights 
offered in this invaluable resource help teachers feel confident in their ability to teach  
every child effectively.
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Durante más de 40 años, los educadores de la primera infancia han confiado en El Currículo Creativo™ 
para ayudarse a planificar e implementar programas apropiados para el desarrollo, que abarquen 
los talentos y fomenten el crecimiento de cada niño bajo su cuidado. Hoy, El Currículo Creativo™ 
para Texas incluye una riqueza de Guías de enseñanza y otros recursos de práctica diaria que 
ofrecen orientación paso a paso para ayudarlo a planificar experiencias de aprendizaje interesantes, 
desafiantes y coherentes para los niños y que aborden de manera eficaz cada una de las Pautas de 
Prekínder de Texas.

Esta guía, Para comenzar, lo introduce a El Currículo Creativo™ para Texas. Le ayuda a comenzar 
con la implementación y a comprender cómo planificar, organizar y administrar sus días. Presenta 
una visión general de los seis volúmenes fundamentales que muestran la teoría e investigación detrás 
del plan de estudios y construyen su conocimiento del desarrollo infantil. También describe en 
detalle las Guías de enseñanza y otros Recursos diarios que usará en su salón de clase todos los días, 
ofreciendo consejos prácticos y coaching integrado para ayudarlo a navegar en el emocionante viaje 
que hará con los niños de su clase.  

Para ayudar a garantizar que se sienta seguro y preparado cuando comience el año escolar, nuestra 
guía Para comenzar también incluye listas de verificación para la planificación detallada de cada 
aspecto de la preparación de los primeros días de escuela, incluyendo

• dar la bienvenida a los niños y sus familias al programa;

• organizar el entorno físico;

• planificar su horario diario;

• planificar para cada momento del día, desde las llegadas y salidas hasta las horas de trabajo en
grupos grandes y pequeños, hora de escoger actividades, lectura en voz alta y otros; y

• planificar una evaluación continua, basada en observaciones.

La orientación y el apoyo que se encuentran en este recurso fueron diseñados para ayudarlo a 
reflexionar y refinar su práctica docente a medida que planifica y se prepara para el comienzo del año. 
Representa el primer paso para construir un entorno del salón de clase en el que cada niño tenga la 
confianza para explorar, preguntarse y descubrir libremente: el comienzo del viaje de toda la vida de 
cada niño para convertirse en un aprendiz activo, participativo y curioso. 
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Las primeras seis semanas
Crear una comunidad del salón de clase

Guía de enseñanza

Bethesda, Maryland
TeachingStrategies.com
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Durante más de 40 años, los educadores de la primera infancia han confiado en El Currículo Creativo™ 
para ayudarse a planificar e implementar programas apropiados para el desarrollo que abarquen los 
talentos y fomenten el crecimiento de cada niño bajo su cuidado. Hoy, El Currículo Creativo™ para 
Texas incluye Guías de enseñanza y otros recursos que ofrecen orientación paso a paso para ayudarlos a 
planificar experiencias de aprendizaje interesantes, desafiantes y coherentes para los niños y que aborden 
de manera eficaz cada una de las Pautas de Prekínder de Texas en todo momento del día.

El Currículo Creativo™ para Texas, Guía de enseñanza de Las primeras seis semanas: Crear una 
comunidad del salón de clase aborda las primeras seis semanas de escuela, un tiempo especialmente 
formativo para los niños de su clase. Con un enfoque único para crear una comunidad del salón de 
clase fuerte desde el primer día de clases, muestra cómo estructurar cada día y cómo crear un ambiente 
de aprendizaje cariñoso, estimulante y cooperativo para todos los niños. Junto con las estrategias 
prácticas para apoyar a los niños mientras navegan entre el hogar y la escuela, los maestros encontrarán 
orientación para promover intencionalmente las destrezas socioemocionales que subyacen a todo 
aprendizaje: la capacidad de regular las emociones y comportamientos, la capacidad de establecer y 
mantener relaciones positivas, y la capacidad de participar de manera cooperativa y constructiva en 
situaciones grupales. 

Las primeras seis semanas ofrece planes diarios detallados, llenos de caminos estratégicos para abordar 
cada una de las Pautas de Prekínder de Texas y repletos de orientación para ayudar a los niños a conocer 
a las personas y los lugares en la escuela; familiarizarse con el horario diario y las rutinas; trabajar 
y jugar cooperativamente con otros; cuidar el salón de clase y el material; establecer reglas de clase 
diseñadas para fomentar la empatía, el respeto mutuo y la responsabilidad; y convertirse en miembros 
contribuyentes de la comunidad del salón de clase. Además, proporciona estrategias prácticas para 
configurar el espacio, planificar experiencias de aprendizaje apropiadas para el desarrollo, estructurar el 
horario diario, individualizar la instrucción, conectarse con las familias de los niños y más.

Al final de las primeras seis semanas, los niños estarán bien preparados para el emocionante año 
venidero; listos para explorar, descubrir y crear; y seguros en su propia capacidad para asumir riesgos, 
aprender nuevas destrezas y hacer amigos en el camino. 
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The Creative Curriculum® for Texas

Music Making 
Teaching Guide

For over 40 years, early childhood educators have trusted The Creative Curriculum® to help 
them plan and implement developmentally appropriate programs that embrace the talents and 
foster the growth of every child in their care. Today, The Creative Curriculum® for Texas includes 
Teaching Guides and other resources that offer step-by-step guidance to help you plan engaging, 
challenging, and meaningful learning experiences for children that effectively address the Texas 
Prekindergarten Guidelines.

Teaching Guides feature studies—enjoyable, in-depth investigations into children’s questions and 
interests. Driven by children’s natural curiosity and excitement for learning, studies encourage 
children to apply skills in literacy, mathematics, the arts, and technology as they explore science and 
social studies concepts. Based on the latest research and best practices in early childhood education, 
each Teaching Guide provides adaptable daily plans for implementing a study of a familiar topic that 
will help teachers meet the individual strengths and needs of every child in their class.

The Creative Curriculum® for Texas Music Making Teaching Guide helps teachers investigate 
music making with children. From very early ages, children engage with and enjoy music by 
smiling, clapping, bouncing, and dancing. They soon learn that they can strike objects to make 
their own sounds, becoming “musicians” in their own right. The Music Making study builds 
upon this natural interest by helping children understand how music is made, learn new ways to 
generate sound, and perform and experiment with musical instruments. Children investigate; solve 
problems; make predictions; conduct experiments; discover patterns in music; and demonstrate 
what they know and can do as they explore questions such as “What instruments can we play by 
hitting, tapping, or shaking them?” and “How can we make music with our voices?” 

In addition to daily plans for investigating music making with children, this Teaching Guide 
provides foundational guidance, information, and strategies to ensure that teachers have 
everything they need to implement a successful study. Teachers will also find explicit connections 
to the Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines and best practices for building on and affirming children’s 
cultural and linguistic backgrounds.

Bethesda, Maryland
TeachingStrategies.com

SKU 30800SAM
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Learn more about the  
Teaching Strategies team  
supporting Texas. 

https://teachingstrategies.com/texas-2021/
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The Creative Curriculum®  Recipe Cards

INGREDIENTS

MATERIALS

Biscuits

large 
mixing 
bowl

liquid 
measuring 
cup

measuring 
cups

rolling  
pin

measuring 
spoons

biscuit 
cutters  
of various  
sizes

mixing 
spoons

baking 
sheet

spatula

plastic 
knives

1/2 
teaspoon 
salt

2 cups flour, 
plus extra for 
dusting

2 teaspoons 
sugar

1 tablespoon 
baking powder

1/2 
teaspoon 
baking  
soda

1/2 cup 
butter or 
shortening

3/4 cup  
buttermilk

The Creative Curriculum®  

Recipe Cards

INGREDIENTS

MATERIALS

Baggie Ice Cream

liquid 
measuring 
cup

scoop

measuring 
spoons

one 
resealable 
sandwich 
bag

one resealable 
gallon-size 
bag

6 tablespoons 
rock salt

1 tablespoon 
sugar

1/4 teaspoon 
vanilla

1/2 cup milk 
or cream

ice

The Creative Curriculum®  

Recipe Cards

INGREDIENTS

MATERIALS

Modeling Clay

measuring 
cups

optional: board 

for kneading

measuring 
spoonslarge bowl

storage 
container

1 cup salt

2 tablespoons 
cornstarch

2 teaspoons 
vegetable oil 

1 tablespoon 
food coloring

1 cup cold 
water

3 cups 
flour

Vocabulary

The Creative Curriculum® for Texas Book Discussion Cards™

Objective 18 Comprehends and responds to books and other texts
a. Interacts during reading experiences, book conversations, and text reflections

Related Objectives: 1a, 2d, 9a, 25, 30

         I.B.2.b., I.C.7., II.D.1., III.D.3., VI.B.3., VII.A.2.
 

Charlie Anderson03

woods 
a place with many trees; a forest

“tried out”
did something to see if you would 
like it

disappeared 
couldn’t be seen anymore

purr 
a sound a cat makes when it’s happy

stepmother 
a woman who is your father’s wife but 
is not your mother 

country cat 
a cat that lives outside where there  
are not a lot of people

rattling the windows 
(demonstrate rattling gesture) shaking 
the windows

worried 
(demonstrate a worried expression) 
thought a lot or was nervous about 
something 

prowls 
(demonstrate motion) searches  
for something

Charlie, a fuzzy gray cat, walked out of the woods one 

evening and into Elizabeth’s and Sarah’s hearts. Now 

he sleeps on their beds, lets them dress him up in doll 

clothes, and laps up warm milk on chilly nights. But 

where does Charlie go during the day? Let’s read and 

find out.

Charlie Anderson 
Original book by Barbara Abercrombie

© 2021 Teaching Strategies, LLC. All rights reserved. Teaching Strategies, The Creative Curriculum, 
and the open book/door logo are registered trademarks of Teaching Strategies, LLC, Bethesda, MD.
CHARLIE ANDERSON by Barbara Abercrombie, illustrated by Mark Graham. Text © 1990 by Barbara 
Abercrombie. Illustrations © 1990 by Mark Graham. Book cover image reprinted by permission of 
Margaret K. McElderry Books, An imprint of Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing Division. 
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Vocabulary

The Creative Curriculum® for Texas Book Discussion Cards™

Objective 18 Comprehends and responds to books and other texts
a. Interacts during reading experiences, book conversations, and text reflections

Related Objectives: 1a, 2d, 9a, 15a, 32

         I.C.7., I.D.1., II.D.1., III.D.3., VI.B.3., VI.C.4.
 

aroma
a smell

floated
moved slowly through the air

clattering
a loud, rattling sound made by hitting 
something

flung
threw something hard

dashed
ran very fast

insult
to talk or act in a way that hurts 
someone’s feelings or makes  
someone angry

mangy
(point to illustration) having dirty fur 
and smelling

clever
smart; can think quickly

yanked
(demonstrate motion) pulled very hard

grunted
(use voice to demonstrate) talked  
in a throaty voice

ruined
messed up

The Gingerbread Man is a mean little 

fellow who taunts everyone he meets. 

Is anyone fast enough to catch this 

wily bakery escapee? Find out how 

fate finally catches up with him in  

this tale of smarts versus speed. 

The Gingerbread Man
Retold by Bonnie Dobkin 

The Gingerbread Man02

© 2021 Teaching Strategies, LLC. All rights reserved. Teaching Strategies, The Creative Curriculum, 
and the open book/door logo are registered trademarks of Teaching Strategies, LLC, Bethesda, MD. 
The Gingerbread Man © 2010 Teaching Strategies, LLC.
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Recipe Cards / Recetas  
16 Recipe Cards provide pictorial and written  
step-by-step directions to support cooking  
experiences that promote development and learning.

Book Discussion Cards™ /  
Tarjetas: Hablemos de libros™   
23 Book Discussion Cards™ provide strategies to 
effectively implement the repeated read-aloud 
approach, ensuring that students are getting the  
most out of the literacy experience.

Family-Facing Resources /  
Recursos para la familia
Hundreds of At-Home Guided Learning Plans, Guided 
Learning Experiences, family Mighty Minutes®, and 
LearningGames® designed to keep families engaged, 
informed, and empowered to support and extend their 
child’s development and learning at home.

This comprehensive collection of research-based, unique resources provides the guidance, best practices, and 
support needed to support the development and learning of all children. See for yourself how The Creative 
Curriculum® for Texas supports you in teaching children to become creative, confident, and caring, critical thinkers.

Intentional Teaching Experiences / 
Experiencias de enseñanza intencional™  
289 bilingual digital cards offer experiences in 
English and in Spanish that focus on developing 
language and literacy, mathematics, social–emotional, 
and physical skills with embedded support for 
individualization and supporting all students. 

Photo Library / liberia fotografica 
137 Photo Cards support the hands-on investigations, 
concepts, and vocabulary words from each of the 
eight Teaching Guides.
 

Vocabulary

The Creative Curriculum® for Texas Book Discussion Cards™

Objective 18 Comprehends and responds to books and other texts
a. Interacts during reading experiences, book conversations, and text reflections

Related Objectives: 1a, 2b,  2d, 9a, 25, 27

         I.C.7., I.D.1., II.D.1., III.D.3., VI.B.3., VI.C.4.
 

The Adventures  
of Gary & Harry 01

carefree
not worrying about anything

softy
someone who is very kind or gentle

crusty
hard and crumbly on the outside,  
like a dry loaf of bread

adventure
an exciting or different experience

explore
to look at something closely

cavern
a very big, dark cave

hulls
the bottom parts of ships

algae
water plants such as seaweed

respond
answer someone who speaks to you

gasping
(point to illustration) breathing hard; 
finding it difficult to get enough air

choking
being unable to breathe because 
something is stuck your throat

Heimlich maneuver
a way to help a person who is choking

Two playful sea turtles explore their ocean home. 

Together, the two friends discover a vast array of 

fascinating marine life and the challenges they often 

face in the deep blue sea.

The Adventures of Gary & Harry  
A Tale of Two Turtles 
Original book by Lisa Matsumoto

© 2021 Teaching Strategies, LLC. All rights reserved. Teaching Strategies, The Creative Curriculum, 
and the open book/door logo are registered trademarks of Teaching Strategies, LLC, Bethesda, MD.
Book cover image and excerpts used with permission of Michael Furuya (illustrator) and the estate of 
Lisa Matsumoto (author). 

BDC Texas Set.indd   1BDC Texas Set.indd   1 2/24/20   4:35 PM2/24/20   4:35 PM

Lemonade

INGREDIENTS

MATERIALS

knife  and   
cutting   
board

paper 
cups

juicer liquid   
measuring   
cup

large  
 pitcher

measuring   
spoons

1  lemon   
for  every   
2  children

ice2  cups  water   
per  lemon

2 
tablespoons 
sugar or 
honey per 
lemon

The Creative Curriculum®  
Recipe Cards

Children’s Book Collection / 
Libros de literature infantil  
A selection of 44 books that features 
bilingual stories, original nonfiction 
texts, and beloved classic and 
contemporary stories supports the 
development of language, literacy, 
and social–emotional development.
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Learn about The Creative  
Curriculum® for Texas approach  
to math instruction. 

Learn about The Creative  
Curriculum® for Texas approach  
to language and literacy instruction. 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/OKm7CBBRmohV6KopH60_IQ?domain=teachingstrategies.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/87BzC31KXRCmAKA7FqtcpE?domain=teachingstrategies.com
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Individualize and Improve Instruction  
With Valid, Reliable, and Authentic Assessment
That Does Not Sacrifice Instructional Time Understand each child’s needs  

to ensure learning success
With the disruption of traditional education 
practices due to COVID-19, formative 
assessment is more important than ever.  
GOLD® offers a streamlined, simplified  
way to conduct authentic, ongoing  
assessment, supporting teachers with  
the critical task of planning developmentally 
appropriate learning experiences that  
challenge children to the edge of their  
abilities regardless of the setting— 
in-classroom or remote. 

GOLD®

Inform individualized instruction  
in the classroom and at home
Based on our research-based objectives for
development and learning that map directly 
to the Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines, 
GOLD® doesn’t just offer detailed guidance 
and support for teachers—it uses the most 
recent assessment information to provide 
teachers with what they need to effectively 
individualize for each child with ease and 
ensure each child progresses. Additionally, 
GOLD® guides teachers to the appropriate 
resources for families during periods of 
remote learning.

Get more out of your Texas prekindergarten assessment process.
Ongoing, observation-based assessment is critical to children’s success for many reasons. Authentic 
assessment enables teachers to truly get to know each child and plan intentional, individualized 
learning experiences for them.  

Knowing and understanding each child’s strengths and needs and what progress they’re likely to 
make next in each area of development and learning, teachers can provide the kind of support that 
is needed to ensure that each child can be successful.  

Choose your preferred language
Within GOLD®, set your language preference to English or Spanish. Once set, the tool, including 
the GOLD® progressions for development and learning will be displayed in your preferred language.

Learn more  
about GOLD®.

https://teachingstrategies.com/solutions/assess/gold/
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“GOLD® for ACADIA is a great tool that we love! It makes assessment so easy 
to do and to reference for progress. GOLD® helps us to also look at each child 

as a whole, not just academics. We’ve also been able to use our PreK data  
to see if there are common trends for where children are low or high…

making our teaching much more intentional. We also really like the reports…
there are really parent friendly ones that make it easy to show where their 
child is and where we want to see them by the end of year. It’s very easy to 

use and when used correctly, doesn’t take a ton of time.”

Heather McGraw, PreK Teacher, Acadia Academy, Lewiston, Maine

Meet Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines and drive large-
scale, programmatic decision making with data
Hosted on a secure web platform, GOLD® utilizes technical, administrative, 
and physical procedures to ensure data is protected from unauthorized 
access, disclosure, or alteration. With Interrater Reliability Certification for 
teachers, administrators can ensure a valid and reliable assessment process 
at scale. Administrators can easily manage and maintain users, classes, and 
child records for students, and can generate outcomes reports to demonstrate 
growth in learning outcomes across the school year. With the alignment 
of our objectives of development and learning to the Texas Prekindergarten 
Guidelines, teachers can be certain they are meeting all Texas Prekindergarten 
Guidelines while ensuring they address each child’s unique needs. GOLD® 
makes it easy to track progress at individual child, classroom, program, 
district and even state levels..

Demonstrate learning progression without sacrificing instructional time
With GOLD®, assessment is an authentic part of instruction, not a disruption. By using time-
saving features like a mobile app and easy-to-use planning resources, assessment becomes an organic 
part of teachers’ day-to-day interactions with children. With robust family documentation support, 
formative assessment can continue to fuel individualized instruction even in a remote learning 
setting. Unlike summative assessment alone, GOLD® empowers teachers to leverage formative 
assessment data to improve and individualize instruction throughout the year while satisfying early 
learning guidelines in meaningful ways, without sacrificing class time to assessment paperwork. 
With GOLD®, assessment is invisible, authentic, seamless, and formative. GOLD® empowers 
teachers to drive to improved learning outcomes for each child.

GOLD®

See GOLD® in action.

Read about the 
research foundation  
of GOLD®. 

https://teachingstrategies.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Research-Foundation-GOLD-2010.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=df8gcopKQyo&feature=youtu.be
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Provide Flexible and Dynamic Learning 
Throughout an Educator’s Professional Journey  
 

When it comes to professional development, you need a partner as committed 

to your success as you are. And there are few things more important to the 

success of early childhood educators than building and strengthening their 

capacity and fostering their professional growth so that they can provide 

children with the kind of learning environments and experiences they deserve. 

In-person, virtual, and online delivery  
options to meet all needs and budgets  
At Teaching Strategies, we understand that there’s no 
“one-size-fits-all” approach to professional development. 
Just as children do, adults learn best in engaging, 
interactive environments where the content reflects 
their interests and meets their needs. Our wide variety 
of in-person, virtual, and online courses have been 
designed to meet the needs of every educator, regardless 
of experience, with options available that can fit  
within every budget and unique circumstances of  
each individual program. 

Professional 
Development

1 https://learningforward.org/
wp-content/uploads/2017/08/
status-of-professional-learning-
phase-1-technical-report.pdf

According to the National Staff Development 

Council1, programs providing between 

30-100
over 6-12 months saw the largest positive  
impact on child outcomes. In contrast,  
programs providing 14 hours or fewer saw  
no significant effect on children’s  
development and learning. 

hours
of professional development

On-demand Professional Development for Early Childhood Education 
Our subscription-based model of online professional development gives teachers access to a vast library of 
online courses, including a course specifically for Texas, Getting to Know The Creative Curriculum® for Texas, 
and content that can help them achieve their individual professional learning goals, anytime, anywhere. Our 
easily accessible, comprehensive courses are developed in alignment with best practices for adult learning and 
are accredited by the International Association for Continuing Education and Training (IACET), and provide 
opportunities for teachers to satisfy their HB3 teaching requirements.  

“Thank you so much for teaching us…we had the best trainer ever!  
[She] was efficient, positive, thorough, and made a big task seem easy!  
I am confident that I will be able to carry out the curriculum with fidelity!”

Anya Leavy, Teacher, Coleman A. Young Elementary School, Detroit, Michigan 

 

View our 
professional
development 

catalog.

Learn more  
about our online 

professional 
development  

options.

Learn more  
about our virtual 

professional 
development  

option.

https://learningforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/status-of-professional-learning-phase-1-technical-report.pdf
https://learningforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/status-of-professional-learning-phase-1-technical-report.pdf
https://learningforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/status-of-professional-learning-phase-1-technical-report.pdf
https://learningforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/status-of-professional-learning-phase-1-technical-report.pdf
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/lZz1CER6pOhW9xxmuwU_lI?domain=teachingstrategies.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/9YOBCVO0jpIlwyELCz0-BK?domain=teachingstrategies.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/3QEsCyPJylINXoWjHMe3hb?domain=teachingstrategies.com


“We are not only changing the lives  
of the children we serve today,  

but the future of our entire community.”
Head Start Program Administrator 
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A TEA-selected
Texas Home Learning 3.0

Solution

Learn more about our 
Prekindergarten Solution 

https://teachingstrategies.com/state/texas/

